
Welcome to our July 2020 Newsletter!

Keep It Wild!

Welcome Back!

Dear Volunteers, Members and Friends,

The world has changed dramatically in the last few months: self quarantine, face
coverings, social distancing, shutdowns and more. Navigating the many impacts of
COVID-19 has become a new reality for all of us.  

I want to assure volunteers who chose not to volunteer this year that you're still greatly
valued as part of IPWA. We recognize that everyone's situation is unique and that you
know what is best for your situation.

To our 74 volunteers who have chosen to volunteer this season - thank you! Please know
that both the U.S. Forest Service Boulder Ranger District and IPWA are monitoring the
ever-changing COVID-19 situation so that we can respond appropriately when needed.

To potential new volunteers that IPWA could not take on this year, please keep following
our newsletter as we plan to provide information especially for you to give you a leg up on
training and volunteering next year.

Despite the challenges we face, I find myself impressed and inspired by the innovative
ways that citizens like you are adapting and redefining the path forward in the face of
COVID-19.

Thank you for being part of IPWA and our Wilderness stewardship mission.

Wishing you all a healthy, safe and enjoyable summer,  



Kelly Prendergast
IPWA Chair 

Trail Conditions

Now that our volunteers are back on patrol, you can check for up-to-date trail conditions on
our website!

Check trail conditions here!

Meet Our 2020 Wilderness Ranger Interns!

Please join us in welcoming our new 2020 Wilderness Ranger Interns, Ben Gelderloos &
Nick Boyne! Our interns will learn about Wilderness principles and management, and

assist with patrols, visitor education, and trail maintenance. We are excited to have Ben
and Nick join us this season!

https://ipwamember.azurewebsites.net/Reports/Public


Ben Gelderloos

Ben is an Environmental Studies major at Colorado College. Growing up in Boulder, the
Indian Peaks have always been in his backyard. His experience in scouting and college

outdoor education has allowed him to explore James Peak, Indian Peaks, and other
wilderness areas across the state. A passion for the outdoors drives him to engage
meaningfully with recreation and the conservation of public lands. Most recently, he

returned from the mountains of New Zealand where he studied conservation and
indigenous perspectives, while also working with a trail building organization. His passion
for the mountains and wilderness has brought him to the IPWA for the summer, and he is

excited to share in the protection and enjoyment of such a sacred place.

Nick Boyne

I am a graduating senior at CU Boulder, graduating with a BA in ecology and evolutionary
biology and a minor in sociology. I am very interested in land an d wildlife conservation, as
well as promoting and protecting public land. I grew up in the mountains of Colorado, and

the majority of my passions revolve around the outdoors. I am an avid skier, mountain
biker, rock climber, hunter, and angler. The Indian Peaks Wilderness has been the center

of many of the outdoor experiences I have had throughout my four years at CU. I am
excited to get to spend the summer patrolling and giving back to the wilderness that has

given me so much.



Ben and Nick on a patrol with volunteer Emily Herrington.

2020 Paddon/Gellhorn Wilderness Research Grant
Grant Recipients Selected!

The IPWA is excited to announce our 2020 Research Grant recipients!

Since 1998, the IPWA has awarded graduate and undergraduate research grants with
a focus on ecological impacts in alpine and sub-alpine environments. The research topics

provide a better understanding of the ecology of Colorado high country. These grants
honor David Paddon and Joyce Gellhorn.

Kathryn Grabenstein
PhD Candidate, University of Colorado

Project Title:
"Characterizing breeding dynamics of

two Colorado songbirds as climate
change indicators."

Heather Reineking
MS Candidate, Western Colorado

University

Project Title:
"Alpine vegetation restoration of Ben

Butler mine site in the San Juan
Mountains of Colorado"



Laurel Brigham
PhD Candidate, University of Colorado

Project Title:
"How do shrubs drive novel species

combinations in the alpine."

Molly Huber
PhD Candidate, University of Colorado

Project Title:
"Temperature and moisture dependence

of alpine wetland gas emissions and
implications for future change."

The Community Corner is meant to highlight our wonderful supporters that help the IPWA
accomplish all that we do! We couldn't do it without you!

Community Corner Highlight:
Our wonderful volunteers!

It's been a strange and stressful year, and we appreciate your patience as we continue to
work through unknowns and new challenges. Thank you for all that you do to support the

IPWA and to protect the Indian Peaks & James Peak Wilderness areas!

Wondering How You Can Support the IPWA?
Click the links below to learn more!

Become a member today for just
$10!

Donate!

https://www.indianpeakswilderness.org/become-a-member
https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=D72SR7SK5HMBC


Volunteer!

Be sure to like and follow us on social media!

     

https://www.indianpeakswilderness.org/volunteer-opportunities
http://www.facebook.com/indianpeakswa
http://www.instagram.com/indianpeakswa
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCZ1bf5ULBAgPFnFdEyOSD7g

